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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

When | first saw Mary Kathryn Nagle’s play Sovereignty in 2018 at Arena
Stage, where the play was commissioned, | was struck by the concept of
retelling this period of Cherokee history juxtaposed with the story of a
fictionalized modern descendant of the infamous treaty signers of the
Treaty of New Echota. | can’t help but feel, knowing Mary Kathryn, that
Sovereignty's main character, Sarah Ridge Poulson, is based upon her. Like
the character, Mary Kathryn is descendant of the Ridge family, an attorney
educated at prestigious educational institutions, who works on cases
specifically dealing with attacks on tribal sovereignty. Like Sarah Ridge
Poulson, Mary Kathryn has worked tirelessly to implement VAWA in Indian
Country, and lobbied for the passing of the VAWA in 2013 and subsequent
re-authorizations in Congress. This story personal on so many levels: the
story of a family that sacrificed everything for the Nation they loved, and
fought for the survival of the Nation under the onslaught of colonization and
dispossession.

As a Cherokee descendant (not citizen, but a descendant) | grew up
knowing of the stories of the Treaty of New Echota signing, and how the
Ridge family, by the time the treaty was signed, were wealthy, enslaving

plantation owners who had adapted to the western way of life. Major Ridge,
his wife Susanna Wickett, and other family members, had long allied with
the new American way of life, taking advantage of economic opportunities
that would place them amongst the Cherokee wealthy elite. The Ridge, as
he was known, and Sehoyaq, as Susanna was known, sent their children,
including John Ridge and Sarah Ridge, later Sarah Paschal Pix, to be
educated in missionary schools and formally trained in a western
educational system. My own Cherokee ancestors, educated, slave-owning,
wealthy plantation farmers, had lived much-less famous parallel lives in
modern-day Georgia.

The modern narrative of the treaty signers, or Ridge Treaty Party, is that they
“sold out the Cherokee Nation and started the Trail of Tears”. The Ridge
family history has always been told that the treaty signers felt that
relocating the Nation to new lands would allow the Nation to continue to
govern itself, to maintain the sovereignty of the Cherokee Nation
government and court systems away from U.S. colonial state and federal
interference. The wounds left between the Ridges and Chief John Ross and
his allies after the Treaty of New Echota would fester in Indian Territory (now
Oklahoma) until the factions of the Nation were faced with the breakup of
tribal lands after the Civil War, and further through the Dawes (General
Allotment) Act of 1887 through Oklahoma statehood in 1906.



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

The break-up of the Nation into smaller factions before, during and after
the Trail of Tears, and the reunification of some of those factions to the
larger Nation is a result of the signing of the Treaty of New Echota. Literal
blood feuds between factions continued throughout the 1800’s: John and
Sarah Bird Ridge’s son, John Rollin Ridge, would later be accused of killing
(in self-defense) one of his father’s alleged assassins, escaped the
Cherokee Nation for California where he established an illustrious career as
a novelist and journalist. Elias Boudinot’s brother, Stand Watie, a New
Echota treaty signer, had escaped an assassination attempt on the same
day Elias was killed. Stand Watie would later become a Confederate
general in the Civil War, opposing Chief John Ross’ attempts to stay neutral
and later support the Union. The political and personal schism between the
families cast the Ridges as traitors and John Ross and his dllies as the
Nation’s stalwart defenders. But this play casts a very different
interpretation of the Ridge family’s actions and motivations behind signing
the treaty.

| have worked with Mary Kathryn over the years as a director and actor on
several productions of her plays, including Sliver of a Full Moon, Manahatta,
and the 2019 Tulsa premiere of Sovereignty. Over the years, Mary Kathryn
has tackled major themes in Indian Country as both a lawyer and a
playwright: the missing and murdered women, children and relatives crisis,
the passing of the Violence Against Women Act in 2013 with the Native
Provisions attached, how land was seen as a resource by non-Native
colonial powers and how Native peoples fought hard to hold onto the land
as the place of emergence, and the connection between land theft and
violence again Native women. What emerges as another storyline in her
plays is the sovereignty of women’s bodies and the sovereignty of our
Nations, and the ability of our Nations to protect us against outside intrusion
and to face justice for crimes committed against Native peoples by non-
Natives, specifically against Native women and children. When the
character of Jim Ross says to Sarah Ridge Poulson in Sovereignty, “Look, |
know this is personal to you,” he is not only talking about the crime that was
committed against a Cherokee woman in the present day, but crimes that
were committed against Cherokee women in the past and how those crimes
were and are an attack on tribal sovereignty. The sovereignty of the body,
the sovereignty of the mind, and the sovereignty of the Nation is what's at
stake here in this play. “Sarah. There's a reason the Georgia Guard
instructed its men to rape our women,” her ancestor Sarah Bird Ridge tells
the modern-day Sarah Ridge Poulson. “Without us, Cherokee Nation ceases
to exist.”



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Using the Ancestors to tell the story of their fight to protect tribal
sovereignty through protecting the women illuminates the modern-day
Sarah Ridge Poulson’s fight to protect Cherokee women and children
through modern-day sovereignty. There are moments in the play where the
past, present and future collide. Our Ancestors are always with us to
protect us. By using the Native storytelling methodology of time-bending in
this way, Mary Kathryn allows the character of Sarah Ridge Poulson to enter
into the world of her Ridge Ancestors, knowing that in her blood she carries
on the fight her Ancestors gave their lives for. By hearing and seeing their
stories firsthand, Sarah comes to understand that like her great-great-
grandfather, John Ridge, she has a duty to her Nation and to her family to
protect the fragile sovereignty Native peoples have, and the right to protect
their people against crimes perpetrated against them by non-Natives who,
because of current laws, are unable to pursue legal action against those
non-Native perpetrators.

The parallels in Sovereignty between John Ridge and Sarah Ridge Poulson
are no accident. | have interpreted them as the same character, but in
different time periods. John Ridge was highly educated, studied law, but
was unable to practice law because he was a Cherokee Indian. He was also
a poet who studied classics and was by all accounts a loving father to his
five surviving children with his wife, Sarah Bird. Both John and Sarah appear
in this play and anchor the love story in Sovereignty. In the play, they fight
her parents to marry, as they did in real life, on account of Sarah Bird being
White and John being Indian. Sarah gave up her entire family to become
John's wife and was adopted into the Cherokee Nation, ensuring her
children would carry Cherokee Nation citizenship. By all accounts the
strength of her character and her love for her husband helped the real-life
Sarah Bird Ridge survive the aftermath of the treaty signing, and it is
because of her strength five of the surviving Ridge children lived through the
dark days after they relocated to present-day Arkansas from Indian
Territory. In the play, John begs his wife's forgiveness for putting their lives
in danger by signing the treaty. “Forgive me,” he says, “for putting my
Nation above my family.” Sarah tells him, “Your family is your Nation.” The
fight for the Nation, the fight for sovereignty, is the fight for the family. Their
descendant Sarah Ridge Poulson continues that fight, for her family, and for
her Nation. We are so lucky to witness this fight, and to know this story, and
to continue to fight for sovereignty of our bodies, our families, and our tribal
Nations.



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

| want to thank my friend Mary Kathryn Nagle for writing this story, for
continuing to take sovereignty of nations, of hearts, bodies and minds into
communities where Native people can see ourselves represented on stage,
telling our own stories. | want to thank Three Bone Theatre for telling the
story, and for bringing me to North Carolina from California to frame my
vision of how Sovereignty can be told. Our cast, who | absolutely adore, has
been amazing, working through the stories of our histories every night; and
to our crew and creative team for helping bring my way of telling this story
alive. Three Bone’s commitment to theatre and performance as a method of
social justice, knowledge and change is needed more now than ever as we
move into a world that seems less connected to its past, its present and its
future as ideology rather than dialogue seems more and more prevalent.

Our stories hold power. Our past is the blueprint for our present and our
future.

Yakoke, hi'wew, mvto, wado.
-Carolyn Dunn



SETTING

1835 — Cherokee Nation
Present Day — Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma

THE CAST

Nathan Ahlgrim (Mitch/Samual Worcester) is beyond grateful
to be making his Three Bone Theatre debut alongside such a
devoted cast telling such a powerful story. Originally from the
Midwest, it wasn't until moving to North Carolina (with many stops
along the way) that he found a home in theatre. Some of his best
memories come from performing in LIFESPAN OF A FACT, IN THE
HEIGHTS, THE SQUIRRELS (Hickory Community Theatre), VIOLET
(Theatre Charlotte), and THE COTTAGE (Fort Mill Community
Playhouse). Now based in Charlotte, Nathan spends his days

helping students work towards a sustainable food system. Like
many things that bring him joy, he owes this wonderful experience
to his partner Cate, who believes in him way more than he will
ever believe in himself.

l Lance Claymore (John Ridge) Lakota Nation, is very excited to
be a part of Sovereignty. He has been in the productions “Winter
Bear” in Alaska as well as In the independent film “1vs 100.

Ryan Dunn (Chorus) is very excited to make his debut with Three
Bone Theatre in such an important show. Previous Charlotte credits
include Da (Once) with Queen City Concerts, Don Kirshner
(Beautiful: The Carole King Musical) at Matthews Playhouse, Pa
Joad(The Grapes of Wrath) with Theatre Charlotte, and Doc
Gibbs(Our Town) at CPCC. In Atlanta, Ryan was a resident
puppeteer at The Center for Puppetry Arts, and improviser/sketch
comedy performer and playwright with Dad's Garage Theatre.

Ryan’s original music can be found as Dunndiddit on your favorite
streaming platform, and he would like to thank his wife(Amy) and
daughter(Juliet) for their continued love and support.



THE CAST

Marco Fuller (Chorus) is an enrolled citizen of the Choctaw
Nation of Oklahoma. Audiences may recognize him from American
Primeval (Netflix), The Son (AMC), and Sarah’s Oil (Amazon MGM).
Whether on stage or screen, he is passionate about bringing
indigenous stories and characters to life with authenticity and
respect. Sovereignty holds particular meaning as a work that
examines leadership, identity, and the enduring impact of Native
voices in American History. Marco is deeply grateful to the cast,
creative team, family, and friends who continue to support his

journey.

Mvnte (IVih-Nih-1e€e) July (John KOoss/Jim Koss) IS exhilarated 10
be making his Three Bones Theatre debut! Though no stranger to
North Carolina, Mvnte is a proud Cherokee citizen from Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Mvnte is a nontraditional, first-generation college
student on his senior year at Cameron University, earning his B.F.A.
in Theatre with a concentration in Theatre Performance. Most
recently, Mvnte has done commercial work for the Cherokee Nation
and a stand-in work for Otis on Season 2 of The Lowdown. He is co-
writer of The Mvskoke Project, creating and originating the role of
Cvpon Fixico at The Springer Opera House in Columbus, Georgia,
directed by Tara Moses. In 2011, he was in the National Tour of Te Ata
by Judy Oliva, directed by Christy Stanlake, which toured to the
Washington D.C. Smithsonian of American Indian Museum at the
Rassmussen Theater. Notable credits include Gonzalo in The
Tempest (OKC Shakespeare in the Park), and Ocella in Unto These
Hills (Cherokee Historical Association), and Night Walker in 49 by
Hanay Geiogamah (McMahon Auditorium Authority). After
graduating, Mvnte would like to pursue a career on Broadway.

Keely Kidwell (Sarah Bird Northrup /Flora Ridge) has worked in
theatre, film, television, and commercial projects throughout her
career and holds a B.A. with a performance emphasis from UNCW.
An ever-evolving artist, she has continued her training through
classes and workshops on both coasts. She is honored to be part of
Sovereignty and extends her thanks to Three Bone Theatre, the
amazing director Carolyn Dunn, and the incredible cast and crew
for making this production such a meaningful experience. She is a
Charlotte native who recently returned home after years in
California. She is excited to be reconnecting with her roots and the
city's vibrant theatre community. One of the things she enjoys most is
spending time with her rescue dog and two cats.
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Billie D. Merritt (Sarah Ridge Polson) Billie is an Afro-Indigenous
actor and screenwriter from Dallas, Texas. Billie is an Oklahoma-
rasied artist and is a descendant of the Seminole-Creek, Cherokee
and Hopi Nations.

She has enjoyed a life time as an artist in acting, dance, playing the
violin, martial arts, and figure -skating since a young age. Her acting
career spans across 2 decades and includes hit titles like Sterling
Harjo's "The Lowdown" (FX) , "Queen of the South" (USA), and "The
Glorias" - the Gloria Steinem biopic directed by Julie Taymor.

She finds her passion and purpose in storytelling, with the intention
to bring audiences and communities closer through an empathetic
exchange of perspectives outside their own. She feels most at home
and aligned in working on projects that are created and lead by
BIPOC storytellers to preserve the oral tradition of our culture and
histories, while creating space to empower and amplifiy the voices
of artists in this community.

Josh Orsi (Elias Boudinot/Watie) (He /Him) Familiar with both
stage and screen, Joshua has been in off-broadway’s The Airport
and the Strange Package as well as indie horror film Legado. He
has recently joined the cast of MechWest, adding to his voice
acting resume. Joshua lives in Jersey City with his two fluffy cats
and his partner, who he loves equally...he pinky swears.

Kyle Riggs (Ben/Andrew Jackson) is an actor, writer, and
filmmaker. He is incredibly grateful to return to the theatre for the
NC premiere of ‘Sovereignty,” and for his debut with Three Bone—
an integral community organization he has supported as a
volunteer (and a fan).

Born and raised in Charlotte, North Carolina, Kyle has pursued film
acting professionally for over a decade. He received the Jury
Award for Outstanding Performance at SXSW Film Festival, and
has worked on some of the Southeast’s major projects in film &

television. Most recently, he has appeared in Netflix's Stranger
Things 5 and Hulu's Murdaugh: Death in the Family.

Kyle would like to give a special thanks to his community of
friends, mentors, and loved ones who support and inspire him, and
for the talented creative ecosystem here in Charlotte.



THE CREW

Lorna Bowen (Costume Designer) (Enrolled Member Muscogee Creek Nation, with
Seminole and Cherokee heritage) (She /Her) is privileged to have been Costume Designer
of “Desert Stories for Lost Girls”, “Where the Summit Meets the Stars” and “Haunted” for
Native Voices. | was honored to read and sing Aunt Iris for "Missing Peace” in 2019 as my
first on stage performance with Native Voices. Recently, | read “The Land Has Spoken” at
Indigenous Performance Productions. Having been a part of “Four Women in Red” for
several readings, | am filled with gratitude to have designed costumes for a recent full-
length production for The Victory Theatre. Mvto! Thank you!

Deity Brinson (Assitant Stage Manager) Deity is beyond excited to be a part of her
second production with Three Bone Theatre. Born and raised in Charlotte, Deity is a
graduate of UNC Charlotte with a degree in Theatre Performance and is preparing to
pursue graduate study at Savannah College of Art and Design. As a multidisciplinary
artist, she has studied various types of performing arts. Some of her favorite credits
include Legally Blonde (Ensemble, Brooke Wyndham u/s, Pilar u/s), Angels in America
(Africanii/Narrator Ensemble), Pippin (Theo & cirque ensemble), and Sing

Allison Collins (Fight Choreographer) Allison Collins is a local fight director and stage
combat educator. Sovereignty marks Her 4th production with Three Bone Theatre . The
first three being Appropriate, Electricidad, and Oedipus El Rey. Her work has been seen
throughout Charlotte and surrounding area. A few notable credits include The Play That
Goes Wrong and Misery at Theatre Charlotte, Witch and POTUS at Charlotte Conservatory
Theatre, The Playboy of the Western World and SWEAT at UNCC, The Lightning Thief: The
Percy Jackson Musical at UNCG, and She Kills Monsters at Coker University.

Carolyn Dunn (Director) Carolyn M. Dunn's life as a storyteller encompasses both poetry
and playwriting with works about family, grief, resilience, and the landscape in all genres
and in between. In addition to the award-winning Outfoxing Coyote (That Painted Horse
Press, 2002), her books include Coyote Speaks (with Ari Berk, HN Abrams, 2008)
Echolocation: Poems, Stories and Songs from Indian Country: L.A. (Fezziweg Press, 2013),
The Stains of Burden and Dumb Luck (Mongrel Empire Press, 2017), a forthcoming
collection of plays, The Frybread Queen, Soledad, and Three Sisters: Three Plays by
Carolyn Dunn (edited and with an introduction by Sarah dAngelo, No Passport Press,
2025) and Decentered Playwriting, coedited with Leslie Hunter and Eric Micha Holmes,
Routledge, 2023). Her plays The Frybread Queen, Ghost Dance, and Soledad have been
developed and staged at Native Voices at the Autry, and her current works in progress are
the pow wow comedy Chasing Tailfeathers, commissioned by Oklahoma Indigenous
Theatre Company and Coyote Woman, a TYA play commission for Rising Youth Theatre in
Phoenix. Stage acting credits include Four Women in Red, Desert Stories for Lost Girls,
Neechie-itas, Sliver of a Full Moon, and the musicals Distant Thunder and Missing Peace. A
Louisiana Acadian Creole, Dr. Dunn is a non-enrolled Freedman tribal descendant
(Cherokee, Mvskoke, Seminole) and is a Tunica/Choctaw-Biloxi and Atakapas-Ishak
descendant and community member. Dr. Dunn is a member of the Dramatists Guild and
Actor's Equity.
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Megan Hirschy (Stage Manager) (She/They) is thrilled and honored to return to Three
Bone's production of Sovereignty and the last show of an amazing 14th season! This marks
their eighth show as Stage Manager with the company, with previous credits including The
Lehman Trilogy, Mojada: A Medea in Los Angeles, Jaja's African Hair Braiding, Mary Jane,
Electricidad, Primary Trust and Oedipus El Rey. Megan has also collaborated with Free
Reign Theatre as both a Stage Manager and Lighting Designer. Selected credits include:
12 Angry Jurors (Lighting Design), The Complete History of America (abridged) (Stage
Manager), Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Stage Manager), and Romeo and Juliet (Stage
Manager/Lighting Designer). They would like to extend heartfelt thanks to their professors
at Queens University of Charlotte, Jerry Colbert and Kara Wooten, whose mentorship
rekindled their love for theatre and technical design. Megan is especially grateful to the
incredible cast, crew and creative team of this production! Thank you for sharing your
stories.

Jackie Hohenstein (Props Designer) began working in prop design for local theatre
companies in 2011. She has worked on many shows for Three Bone Theatre including
Fahrenheit 451, Appropriate, Andy and The Orphans, and The Lehman Trilogy. Shows that
she has worked on for other theater companies include Angels in America and Assassins
for CAST, Rapture Blister Burn and Three Days of Rain for Charlotte’s Off-Broadway, and
Defying Gravity and Five Lesbians Eating a Quiche for The Warehouse.

Christy Lancaster (Sound Designer) is happy to return to Three Bone for another sound
design adventure. Previously you may have heard her sound in Jaja's African Hair Braiding
and Toni Stone. She is a proud working member of IATSE local 322. She would like to
thank her amazing husband Steve and her baby cat Malfi for listening with her.

Carly McMinn (Intimacy Choreographer) This is Carly's fourth production with Three
Bone. Carly is currently on faculty at CPCC. She is a director and intimacy choreograher.
Carly has trained with Theatrical Intimacy Education (TIE) and the Association of Mental
Health Coordinators.

David Jumper (Language Coach) Hello! My name is David Jumper. | am 44
years old and come from Wolftown Community in Cherokee, NC. | work at
the CLMAP program. | started there in November 2025. | help the adult
learners and their teachers to learn to speak Cherokee. | love learning our
language and teaching. | like basketball. The Carolina Tarheels are the best!
| want all Cherokees to learn to speak our language! IT BELONGS TO US!
Everyone speak Cherokee!When | first started working, | was in a 2-year-old
classroom. All day, every day | heard two fluent speakers conversing in
Cherokee. That is where | learned the most Cherokee. However, many
Cherokees have not had the opportunity to learn like this. This is the best
way to learn the language, listening and speaking. If you know how to read
and write our language, like other languages, you have to listen and speak
every day!
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Gordon Olson (Lighting Designer) is excited to returnto Three Bone Theatre for this
regional premiere of Sovereignty. Previous work with Three Bone Theatre includes; What
the End Will Be, The Chinese Lady, The Children, Confederates. Other local design credits
include: Diary of a Wimpy Kid the Musical, Annie, Akeelah and The Bee, Madagascar,
Batboy The Musical!, and School House Rock Live!; Million Dollar Quartet, Spamalot, Annie,
Chicago (Davidson Community Players); 1984, Violet, Little Shop of Horrors, The Producers,
Peter and the Starcatcher, Spring Awakening, Saturday Night Fever, Addams Family, Jesus
Christ Superstar, Footloose (Theatre Charlotte); Clybourne Park, Pippin, Everybody, Twelfth
Night, Hamlet, Spring Awakening (UNC-Charlotte). Regional credits include work for:
James Madison University, Actor’s Theatre of Louisville, Michigan Opera Theatre, Florida
Grand Opera, Houston Grand Opera, San Antonio Opera. Broadway credits include
Jerusalem-Assistant Lighting Designer (Tony Nominated), Good People- Associate Lighting
Designer. Gordon received his MFA from The University of Texas at Austin.

Kelly Sandoval (Carpenter/Technical Director) (she/her) is thrilled to be working on
another production with Three Bone Theatre. She previously worked as Scenic Designer for
Primary Trust and currently serves as the Venue Manager for the Arts Factory. She holds a
BA in Theatre Arts from Catawba College and a MFA in Theatre Design from UNC

Greensboro.

Robin Vest (Carpenter/Technical Director) Three Bone Theatre debut. In Charlotte:
Frozen, Annie, Peter Pan and Narnia with Children's Theatre of Charlotte. In North
Carolina: Triad Stage, Playmaker's Rep, UNCG, Cape Fear Regional Theatre, and Brevard
Music Center. Outside of North Carolina Robin's work has been seen at Tulsa Performing
Arts Center, Profile Theatre Company, TheatreSquared, The Goodman, The Old Globe,
Washington National Opera, Utah Opera, Vancouver Opera, Fort Worth Opera, Cleveland
Playhouse, Merrimack Rep, Barrington Stage, Williamstown Theater Festival, Alpine Stage,
and Opera House Arts.In New York she has worked with Manhattan Theater Club, Lincoln
Center, Manhattan Class Company, Playwright's Horizons, Second Stage, The Cherry Lane
and many others. Robin currently teaches at the University of Central Oklahoma and holds
an MFA from Yale School of Drama. www.robindvest.com

Amy Wada (Assistant Director) Amy grew up on the Florida Gulf Coast, but has spent
most of her actor life in the Metrolina region. She dabbles in photography also, but this
mostly means she willingly does headshots for friends. Amy's interest in directing is new,
and she’s still debating on whether it's a good fit or not.....Favorite roles include THE
CHINESE LADY (Afong Moy) at Three Bone Theatre, THE MISS FIRECRACKER CONTEST
(Popeye) at Theatre Charlotte, and WHEN YOU COMIN’ BACK, RED RYDER? (Angel) at
CAST. Thank you to Robin and Hailey for the opportunity. It has been such a joy watching
this amazing talented cast work! XO WAB.


http://www.robindvest.com/

THE CREW

Yona Wade (Cultural Consultant) Dr. Yona Wade is a citizen of the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians and serves as Head of Learning and Development for the Cherokee
Indian Hospital Authority. He is an alumnus of the University of North Carolina School of
the Arts, where he earned a bachelor's degree from the School of Music and a Master of
Fine Arts from the School of Design and Production. He also holds a Doctor of Education
in Leadership and Learning in Organizations from Vanderbilt University. Dr. Wade is
honored to serve as Cultural Advisor, where he brings his lived experiences as a Cherokee
along with his expertise in leadership and Indigenous sovereignty to the project.
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Land Acknowledgement
Three Bone Theatre is based in Charlotte, NC. We acknowledge that we
rehearse and perform on the traditional, ancestral, stolen territory of the
Catawba Indian Nation, including the Catawba and Sugaree tribes. The
Catawba Indians have lived on their ancestral lands along the banks of
the Catawba River dating back at least 6,000 years. You can learn more
about the Catawba Indian Nation at Catawba.com



OUR STORY
Founded in 1948, the Museum of the Cherokee People stands as one
of the United States’ oldest continually operating tribal museums.
Situated in Cherokee, North Carolina, within the Qualla Boundary—
the sovereign territory of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and
the ancestral homeland of all Cherokees—the museum serves as a
vital institution for sharing the rich history, culture, and narratives of
the Cherokee people. Through its diverse exhibitions, collections, and
programs, the museum strives to impart a comprehensive
understanding of the Cherokee heritage.

The Museum of the Cherokee People has garnered recognition for its
cultural preservation efforts, receiving the prestigious 2022
Guardians of Culture and Lifeways International Award from the
Association of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums. Additionally,
it has been acclaimed as one of the Top Ten Best Native American
Experiences by USA TODAY.
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LEARN MORE:
MOTCP.ORG




ABOUT US

Safe Alliance is a nonprofit agency with more than 100 years of
service to individuals and families in Mecklenburg county.

Our mission is to provide hope and healing for those impacted by
domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking. We do this
through a variety of programs and services.

We strive to make our services accessible to all people. Please let us
know how we may assist you. Alternate formats of materials are
available upon request.

Our Values
Integrity
Helping Others/Society with Quality Services
Financial Responsibility & Sound Economic Practices
Supportive Work Environment & Loyalty
Inclusiveness
Accountability

N2 safealliance

WHERE HOPE & HEALING BEGIN

LEARN MORE:
SAFEALLIANCE.ORG
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"To succeed in life, you need three things: a wishbone,

a backbone and a funny bone."
-Reba McEntire

Our Philosophy

Three Bone Theatre is Charlotte's home for the best of adult
contemporary theatre. We strive to create a performing arts
experience that is socially engaged, professionally managed, and
creatively inspired.

Our Mission
To use great theatre as a catalyst for conversation and change in
our community.

Our Team

Artistic and Operations Director Robin Tynes-Miller
Managing Director Lisa Miller
Production & Operations Manager Hailey Gilland
Education Manager Titfany Bryant-Jackson

Board of Directors
Kamille Bostick, Jackie Fishman, Mason Hurley, BK Kithandi,
Nehemiah Lawson, Maggie Mitchem Flannigan,
Marcella Pansini, Tommy Prudenti, Kelsey Rector, Jenny Rodriguez,
Octavia Seawell, Becky Schultz, Rebecca Sistruck

Three Bone Theatre relies on the
support of donors like you.

As a tax-exempt public charity we are pleased to accept
tax-deductible donations. To learn more, please visit

www.ThreeBoneTheatre.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR VALUED SUPPORTERS

Donor levels based on the past 12 months of giving

Theatre Champion ($1,500+)

Alyce Braswell « Doug Caldwell & Joe Schneider * David Janowiak * Tom & Gina Lawrence
* Peter and Merri McGrath ¢ Kelsey Rector ¢ Jake & Cara Yara

Spotlight Donors ($500+)

Heather Bard * David & Cynthia Crane « Amy Kathryn Elliot « Jeff Epstein « George
Harrison * Josh Jacobson * Donna & Andy Leeds * Deborah Majewski * John Mills
Maggie Mitchem-Flanigan * Anonymous ¢ Jane Ratteree ¢ Trisha & John Schwabacher
Octavia Seawell * Rebecca Sistruck * The Bechtler Museum of Modern Art
Lisa Walker « Hank West

Backbone Donors ($250+)

Brandon Alspaugh & Elizabeth Kruckemeyer « Lydia Arnold & Robert Carr « Chuck
Barger * Karen Bernhardt « Steve Dunn ¢ Jackie Fishman ¢ Scott and Claire Helm
Mason Hurley « Kata Hyvarinen ¢ Lisa Miller « Michael O'Hara « Steven Rosser Wilson
Donna Scott * Mary Stokes ¢ Jackie Thompson « Amy Wada

Wishbone Donors ($100+)

Scott Ahlgrim « Clyde Alexander ¢ Rita Andersen « LaRita Barber  Tonya Bludsworth
Jean Brinkmann ¢ Mary Carpenter « Keith Cave * Laura Cooper * Mitzi Corrigan
Dennis Delamar « Cheryl DeMaio * Toni Dima-Becht ¢« Zendyn Duellman « Mary Gallivan
Diana Gibbs Sharon Green * Beth Homan * Jazz Arts * Marc Jensen « Steve Kasten
Emily Kocher * Jonathan McDonald & Zachary Tarlton « Katherine Mooring
Glynnis O'Donoghue * William Parrish * Susan Patterson ¢ Alan Primack « Betty Rash
Ann Rompre * A.J. Rubado * Nancy Ruen * Molly Shaw  Jim Stoller « Sherry Stuckey
Debbie Swanson * The Mobius Company * Ann Todd ¢ Torch Bearer Tachyon
Troubadour Booksellers « Geney Turner * Tom Warshauer Ritchie Watson ¢ Joy West
Donna Wise

THANK YOU TO OUR SEASON 14 RAFFLE DONORS

Blumenthal Performing Arts « Davidson Community Players « Jazz Arts
The Bechtler Museum of Modern Art »+ Matthews Playhouse ¢ The Mobius Company
Red Bird Therapeutic Massage ¢ Theatre Charlotte « Torch Bearer Tachyon ¢ Sunflour Bakery
* Troubadour Booksellers * Total Wine and More

Three Bone Theatre relies on the support of donors like you. As a
tax-exempt public charity we are pleased to accept tax-deductible
donations. To learn more, please visit www.ThreeBoneTheatre.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR VALUED SUPPORTERS

Funny Bone Donors ($5+)

Lotanna Abba ¢ Jennifer Adams ¢ Cheri Addison « Wendy Anderson * Janet Andrews * Amy
Androliakos ¢ Robert Anthony « Vanessa Arno ¢ Heather Bailey « Lona & Steven Bartlett ¢
Katie Bearden ¢ Francis Bendert * Sekiya Billman « Jalil Bishop * Josh Bistromowitz ¢ Jill
Bloede * Martha Blount « Deborah Bosley * Angelica Bostick * Hendrik Bouhuys ¢ Laurian
Bowles ¢ Tara Brittain * Tiffany Bryant-Jackson ¢ Olivia Campbell « Robin Canchola «
Christopher Capel ¢+ Linda Carlton Wynn * William Carson * Quin Chapman * Maura Chavez
* Tobi Colbert « Michael Connor & Cynthia Cindric * Ann Marie Costa * Karen Culp *
Elizabeth Daly * Davidson Community Players * Gautam Desai * Marisa Dibilio * Sandra
Dika * Rachael Dilllon + Juliet Donofrio * Craig Downing * Jamie Dunn « Mark Eller « Sydney
Epps * Talyn Fan « Jill & Mark Farber ¢ Jason Farmer ¢ Euralis Figueroa ¢ Claudia Finley *
Samantha Fletcher ¢ Kate Flynn « Kelvin Ford * David Franco ¢ Sarah Friday * William Geiger
* Nandita Ghosh * Joshua Goldstein « Gayle Griffith « Lymm Guimaraes * James Hatley «
Amy Hillard « Peter and Linda Hindel « Stephanie Holmes * Jane & Evan Houston « Earl
Jenkins * Samantha Jones ¢ Jan Keil * BK Kithandi ¢ Sue Klein * Susan Knappertz « Lula Knight
* Martha Kniseley * Hardy Koenig * Holly Kuzin * Lee LaBorde * Nancy Landale ¢ Victoria
Lazar « Tara Lee * Amanda Liles * Shoshanah Long ¢ Lydia Lorenzin « Lumen CLT « Gerald
Magnes ¢« Christopher Maher « Joseph Mancos « Carol Mann ¢ Diana Mansfield « Tommy Joe
Martins ¢ John Matthews * Jaclyn McCann ¢+ Desiree McClain * Susan Medina ¢ Luis Medina
* Thomas Meier * Debra Mein « James Michaels * Sally Miller « Katie Miller « Marilyn & Joe
Mitchell « James Mitchem ¢ Brianna Mook * Samuel Norby ¢ Laurie & Mike O'Sullivan «
Melissa Ohlman-Roberge ¢ Brian Olin * Chris Ortiz * Shanita Parker « Vicki Parker
Chandrajeet Pawar « Shawn Pealer « Deion Pendleton ¢ Stefan Pienkny * Jonathon Powell
Poppy Pritchett « Tommy Prudenti ¢« Alex Pyun ¢ Jessica Ragins ¢ Joan Rasmussen ¢ Judith
Ratcliffe « Melonie Rector * J. Ramon Ragen * Shannon Reichley « Shannon Reichley + John
W Ringwood ¢ Kaylee Rivers * Melissa Robinson ¢ Elias Rojas * Daniel Rokovitz * Shirley
Rosen ¢ Ericka Ross ¢ Kris Rust * Nicole Sauve * Skylar Schock ¢« Monika Skinner ¢ Daniela
Spear ¢ Stuart Spencer * Stephen Stein « Crystal Stroupe * Perry & Sue Tannenbaum ¢ Jane
Telcy « Valerie Thames ¢ Theatre Charlotte ¢ Brittany Thomas ¢ Gina Tisdale * Veronica Todd
* Catherine Turgeon ¢ Ritchie & Kristie Turner * Alison Tynes Adams ¢ Lisa Ulanow ¢ Donald
Upton ¢ Juan Pablo Vidal Garcia « Rebecca Wall « Stan Waring * Roxanne Wellington ¢ Lisa
Wendlinger « Kay West * Patrick Wicker * Esther Wilkey « Meilen Wong * Reaghan Wooster ¢
Becca Worthington ¢ Verlyn Wright ¢« Emily Zimmern

BECOME A SPONSOR!
BENEFITS OF SPONSORSHIPS

Client and Employee Experience
e Take care of your clients and employees with group pricing, reserved seating, pre-
show receptions
e Special ticket savings for your crew
e Team building post-show discussions and activities

Brand Awareness

* Be featured in show programs, emails, and our website, reaching “15,000
impressions annually.

* Your logo and name in our lobby where people gather pre and post show.

» Social media highlights reaching = 3,800 subscribers

Three Bone Theatre relies on the support of donors like you. As a
tax-exempt public charity we are pleased to accept tax-deductible
donations. To learn more, please visit www.ThreeBoneTheatre.com




THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

mCHARLOTTE

Three Bone Theatre oud to be supported in part by the
Cty of Charlotte.

Three Bone Theatre is Proud to be
supported in part by the Arts and
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!
<ﬁ> WONDERWORLD

VIDEO FOR RIGHT NOW

Learn More at www.wonderworldtv.net

N\ WATERSHED

Watershed is a fully affirming, progressive spiritual community that
is awakening, struggling, and loving together as though a different
world is possible today.

Learn More at www.watershedcharlotte.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!
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THANK YOU TO OUR RESIDENT
MASSAGE THERAPIST!

Red Bird

Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Space in your tissues, Ease in your life
mention this ad for a special discount
when booking your appointment.

My mission at Red Bird Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork is to
help you feel better in your body by providing a sanctuary
where you can slow down, escape the stresses of everyday life
and listen to what your body needs. | understand from
personal experience the profound connection between
physical and emotional well-being. With training in
neuromuscular therapy/myofascial release, manual lymphatic
drainage (MLD), oncology care, and Sharon Wheeler's
ScarWork, | will work with you to develop a session tailored to
your unigue needs. Whether you're seeking relief from chronic
pain, recovering from an injury, or simply craving relaxation,
my personalized approach and welcoming environment
ensure that you leave feeling rejuvenated and restored. 10% of
every session fee goes into the Red Bird Community Massage
Fund, which supports my efforts to make therapeutic touch
more available and affordable for those in our community
who may not have regular access to massage services.

call 704-228-1346 or learn more here



https://www.vagaro.com/redbirdtherapeuticmassageandbodyworkllc

SUPPORT LOCAL THEATRE

Three Bone Theatre
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

COME FROM AWAY @

SEPTEMBER 11 — OCTOBER 4, 2026

FRANKENSTEIN
OCTOBER 30 — NOVEMBER 15, 2026

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
DECEMBER 11 — 20, 2026

LOST IN YONKERS
JANUARY 22 — FEBRUARY 7, 2027

TERMINUS

MARCH 5 — 21, 2027 t_ I- ,th .t
MELrolina tneatre
SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION m | a *association

APRIL @ — 18, 2027

BKLYN: THE MUSICAL K :
MAY 14 — 30, 2027 , ‘#
R
'.E. o .

THEATRECHARLOTTE.ORG il B orth Carclina Theatre Conferenc




	THREE  BONE  THEATRE  PRESENTS
	Sovereignty
	Written by Mary Kathryn Nagle
	Directed by Carolyn Dunn

	AUG 21 - SEP 6, 2026 AT THE ARTS FACTORY
	“Originally Commissioned by Arena Stage
	Washington, DC Molly Smith, Artistic Director Edgar Dobie, Executive Director”
	“Sovereignty was developed, in part, at TheatreSquared.”


	CAST
	Mitch/Samual Worcester.................................................Nathan Ahlgrim* John Ridge.......................................................................Lance Claymore* Chorus Man..............................................................................Ryan Dunn* Major Ridge/Roder Ridge Polson..........................................Marco Fuller* John Ross/Jim Ross...................................................................Mvnte July* Sarah Bird Northrup/Flora Ridge.............................................................Keely Kidwell* Sarah Ridge Polson.................................................................................Billie D. Merritt* Elias Boudinot/Watie.......................................................................................Josh Orsi* Ben/Andrew Jackson.....................................................................................Kyle Riggs*

	PRODUCTION TEAM
	Director.........................................................................Dr. Carolyn Dunn* Assistant Director.....................................................................Amy Wada Cultural Consultant............................................................Dr. Yona Wade Stage Manager/Board Op................................................Megan Hirschy Assistant Stage Manager......................................................Deity Brinson Costume Design..................................................................Lorna Bowen* Sound Design.................................................................Christy Lancaster Props Design.................................................................Jackie Hohenstein Lighting Design...................................................................Gordon Olson Scenic Design.........................................................................Robin Vest* Fight Choreographer...........................................................Allison Collins Intimacy Choreographer......................................................Carly McMinn Photographer.........................................................................Tim Coffey* Carpenter/TD.....................................................................Kelly Sandoval Language Coach...............................................................David Jumper* Graphic Design ............................................................Robin Tynes-Miller
	SPECIAL THANKS
	Bekah Achuff, Beth Killion, Charles LaBorde, Jackie Obando Carter,
	Joanna Gerdy, Peter Hohenstein
	Betchler Museum of Modern Art, Cain Center for the Arts,
	Habitat for Humanity ReStore - Cornelius, Hungry Howies, Lee St. Theatre, Matthews Playhouse, Total Wine and More


	DIRECTOR’S NOTE
	DIRECTOR’S NOTE
	DIRECTOR’S NOTE
	DIRECTOR’S NOTE
	SETTING
	1835 — Cherokee Nation
	Present Day — Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma

	THE CAST
	THE CAST
	THE CAST
	THE CREW
	THE CREW
	THE CREW
	THE CREW
	Yona Wade (Cultural Consultant) Dr. Yona Wade is a citizen of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and serves as Head of Learning and Development for the Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority. He is an alumnus of the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, where he earned a bachelor's degree from the School of Music and a Master of Fine Arts from the School of Design and Production. He also holds a Doctor of Education in Leadership and Learning in Organizations from Vanderbilt University. Dr. Wade is honored to serve as Cultural Advisor, where he brings his lived experiences as a Cherokee along with his expertise in leadership and Indigenous sovereignty to the project.
	BIGGER. BOLDER. AMPLIFIED.
	2026-2027
	SEASON 15
	DROPPING AUG 21
	Land Acknowledgement
	Three Bone Theatre is based in Charlotte, NC. We acknowledge that we rehearse and perform on the traditional, ancestral, stolen territory of the Catawba Indian Nation, including the Catawba and Sugaree tribes. The Catawba Indians have lived on their ancestral lands along the banks of the Catawba River dating back at least 6,000 years. You can learn more about the Catawba Indian Nation at Catawba.com




	COMMUNITY PARTNER
	LEARN MORE:  MOTCP.ORG

	COMMUNITY PARTNER
	ABOUT US
	LEARN MORE:  SAFEALLIANCE.ORG

	VISIT CHEROKEE
	visitcherokeenc.com
	Kamille Bostick, Jackie Fishman, Mason Hurley, BK Kithandi,
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	Theatre Champion ($1,500+)
	Alyce Braswell • Doug Caldwell & Joe Schneider • David Janowiak • Tom & Gina Lawrence • Peter and Merri McGrath • Kelsey Rector • Jake & Cara Yara

	Spotlight Donors ($500+)
	Heather Bard • David & Cynthia Crane • Amy Kathryn Elliot • Jeff Epstein • George Harrison • Josh Jacobson • Donna & Andy Leeds • Deborah Majewski • John Mills  Maggie Mitchem-Flanigan • Anonymous • Jane Ratteree • Trisha & John Schwabacher  Octavia Seawell • Rebecca Sistruck • The Bechtler Museum of Modern Art
	Lisa Walker • Hank West

	Backbone Donors ($250+)
	Brandon Alspaugh & Elizabeth Kruckemeyer • Lydia Arnold & Robert Carr • Chuck Barger • Karen Bernhardt • Steve Dunn • Jackie Fishman • Scott and Claire Helm
	Mason Hurley • Kata Hyvarinen • Lisa Miller • Michael O'Hara • Steven Rosser Wilson  Donna Scott • Mary Stokes • Jackie Thompson • Amy Wada

	Wishbone Donors ($100+)
	Scott Ahlgrim • Clyde Alexander • Rita Andersen • LaRita Barber • Tonya Bludsworth
	Jean Brinkmann • Mary Carpenter • Keith Cave • Laura Cooper • Mitzi Corrigan
	Dennis Delamar • Cheryl DeMaio • Toni Dima-Becht • Zendyn Duellman • Mary Gallivan  Diana Gibbs  Sharon Green • Beth Homan • Jazz Arts • Marc Jensen • Steve Kasten
	Emily Kocher • Jonathan McDonald & Zachary Tarlton • Katherine Mooring
	Glynnis O'Donoghue • William Parrish • Susan Patterson • Alan Primack • Betty Rash
	Ann Rompre • A.J. Rubado • Nancy Ruen • Molly Shaw • Jim Stoller • Sherry Stuckey
	Debbie Swanson • The Mobius Company • Ann Todd • Torch Bearer Tachyon
	Troubadour Booksellers • Geney Turner • Tom Warshauer  Ritchie Watson • Joy West
	Donna Wise
	Donor levels based on the past 12 months of giving



	THANK YOU TO OUR SEASON 14 RAFFLE DONORS
	The Bechtler Museum of Modern Art • Matthews Playhouse • The Mobius Company
	Red Bird Therapeutic Massage • Theatre Charlotte • Torch Bearer Tachyon • Sunflour Bakery • Troubadour Booksellers • Total Wine and More
	Three Bone Theatre relies on the support of donors like you. As a tax-exempt public charity we are pleased to accept tax-deductible donations. To learn more, please visit www.ThreeBoneTheatre.com


	THANK YOU TO OUR VALUED SUPPORTERS
	Funny Bone Donors ($5+)
	Lotanna Abba • Jennifer Adams • Cheri Addison • Wendy Anderson • Janet Andrews • Amy Androliakos • Robert Anthony • Vanessa Arno • Heather Bailey • Lona & Steven Bartlett • Katie Bearden • Francis Bendert • Sekiya Billman • Jalil Bishop • Josh Bistromowitz • Jill Bloede • Martha Blount • Deborah Bosley • Angelica Bostick • Hendrik Bouhuys • Laurian Bowles • Tara Brittain • Tiffany Bryant-Jackson • Olivia Campbell • Robin Canchola • Christopher Capel • Linda Carlton Wynn • William Carson • Quin Chapman • Maura Chavez • Tobi Colbert • Michael Connor & Cynthia Cindric • Ann Marie Costa • Karen Culp • Elizabeth Daly • Davidson Community Players • Gautam Desai • Marisa Dibilio • Sandra Dika • Rachael Dilllon • Juliet Donofrio • Craig Downing • Jamie Dunn • Mark Eller • Sydney Epps • Talyn Fan • Jill & Mark Farber • Jason Farmer • Euralis Figueroa • Claudia Finley • Samantha Fletcher • Kate Flynn • Kelvin Ford • David Franco • Sarah Friday • William Geiger • Nandita Ghosh • Joshua Goldstein • Gayle Griffith • Lymm Guimaraes • James Hatley • Amy Hillard • Peter and Linda Hindel • Stephanie Holmes • Jane & Evan Houston • Earl Jenkins • Samantha Jones • Jan Keil • BK Kithandi • Sue Klein • Susan Knappertz • Lula Knight • Martha Kniseley • Hardy Koenig • Holly Kuzin • Lee LaBorde • Nancy Landale • Victoria Lazar • Tara Lee • Amanda Liles • Shoshanah Long • Lydia Lorenzin • Lumen CLT • Gerald Magnes • Christopher Maher • Joseph Mancos • Carol Mann • Diana Mansfield • Tommy Joe Martins • John Matthews • Jaclyn McCann • Desiree McClain • Susan Medina • Luis Medina • Thomas Meier • Debra Mein • James Michaels • Sally Miller • Katie Miller • Marilyn & Joe Mitchell • James Mitchem • Brianna Mook • Samuel Norby • Laurie & Mike O'Sullivan • Melissa Ohlman-Roberge • Brian Olin • Chris Ortiz • Shanita Parker • Vicki Parker • Chandrajeet Pawar • Shawn Pealer • Deion Pendleton • Stefan Pienkny • Jonathon Powell • Poppy Pritchett • Tommy Prudenti • Alex Pyun • Jessica Ragins • Joan Rasmussen • Judith Ratcliffe • Melonie Rector • J. Ramon Ragen • Shannon Reichley • Shannon Reichley  • John W Ringwood • Kaylee Rivers • Melissa Robinson • Elias Rojas • Daniel Rokovitz • Shirley Rosen • Ericka Ross • Kris Rust • Nicole Sauve • Skylar Schock • Monika Skinner • Daniela Spear • Stuart Spencer • Stephen Stein • Crystal Stroupe • Perry & Sue Tannenbaum • Jane Telcy • Valerie Thames • Theatre Charlotte • Brittany Thomas • Gina Tisdale • Veronica Todd • Catherine Turgeon • Ritchie & Kristie Turner • Alison Tynes Adams • Lisa Ulanow • Donald Upton • Juan Pablo Vidal Garcia • Rebecca Wall • Stan Waring • Roxanne Wellington • Lisa Wendlinger • Kay West • Patrick Wicker • Esther Wilkey • Meilen Wong • Reaghan Wooster • Becca Worthington • Verlyn Wright • Emily Zimmern
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